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Nov. 12,2002
Contact: The Rev. Jean Larson, Lutheran Campus Ministry, (406) 549-7821.
UM PLANS 29TH ANNUAL HUNGER AWARENESS WEEK
MISSOULA-Thirteen percent of Montana households are “ food insecure” —defined as having limited
availability to nutritionally adequate and safe food — and 3.8 percent of households experience
hunger, according to the national Center on Hunger and Poverty.
The center also reported that Montana is among the top 10 states with the highest levels
of food insecurity.
University of Montana students will join forces to fight these statistics during the 29th
annual observation of Hunger Awareness Week, Nov. 18-25.
A number of events are planned to deepen understanding about the local and global
struggle against hunger and starvation. Highlights o f the week include a fast day, a discussion
forum on Montana hunger issues and an address by U.N. Ambassador George McGovern at the
annual Hunger Banquet, where diners’ meals will be determined by the way the world’s people
eat. A complete schedule is listed below.
Students, staff and faculty members, administrators and community members are
encouraged to participate in fund-raising efforts for three hunger relief agencies: the Missoula
Food Bank, the Poverello Center and Oxfam America, an international relief and development
organization.
Students who live on campus may donate through deductions from their meal plans, while
-more-
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off-campus residents may contribute at information tables in the University Center and the Emma
B. Lommasson Center. Several Greek houses also will eat simple meals one day and donate the
savings to the effort.
Originating at a Pennsylvania university in 1972, Hunger Awareness Week now is held
each year just before Thanksgiving on hundreds of campuses across the country.
Major sponsors of Hunger Awareness Week at UM are Lutheran, Catholic, Latter-Day
Saints and United Methodist campus ministries, along with UM Dining Services and the
Residence Life Office.
Hunger Awareness Week events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted
below.
Tuesday, Nov. 19
3:30 to 6:30 p.m. —Student volunteers will prepare and serve the evening meal at the
Poverello Center, 535 Ryman St., Missoula.
Wednesday, Nov. 20
7:30 to 9 p.m. —“Hunger in Montana,” discussion forum featuring representatives of
local agencies concerned with issues of hunger and poverty, North Underground Lecture Hall.
Thursday, Nov. 21
All day - People are invited to join a “Day o f Fasting” by giving up one or more meals in
solidarity with the hungry.
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. -- An interfaith meditation room will offer a quiet space for reflection.
University Center Room 224.

-more-
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6 p.m. -- “Breaking the Fast,” reflections and a light soup supper, University
Congregational Church, 401 University Ave. Presented in conjunction with the Caring for
Creation Network’s fast day.
7:30 to 10 p.m. —The 1998 movie “Les Miserables” will be shown in North Underground
Lecture Hall. Admission is an item of canned food for the Missoula Food Bank.
Monday, Nov. 25
6 to 8 p.m. —Hunger Banquet, featuring speaker and U.N. Ambassador George
McGovern and local singer-songwriter Jenn Adams, University Center Commons. Tickets may be
purchased with a donation of any amount at The Ark, 538 University Ave., or by calling (406)
549-7821. Tickets also will be available at information tables in the University Center and Emma
B. Lommasson Center, participating campus ministries or at the door. Fifteen percent of all diners
will eat as we do in the “first world” —a full meal including dessert. Twenty-five percent will dine
on a simple meal of rice, soup and juice. The remaining 60 percent will eat only rice and water, as
do most of the world’s people.
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